Neuroimaging findings in alcohol-related encephalopathies.
Our aim was to review the emergent neuroimaging findings of alcohol-related CNS nontraumatic disorders. Alcohol (ethanol) promotes inflammatory processes, increases DNA damage, and creates oxidative stress. In addition, the accompanying thiamine deficiency may lead to Wernicke encephalopathy. Associated changes in serum osmolarity may lead to acute demyelination. Alcohol-related encephalopathies can be life-threatening conditions but can be prevented or treated, if recognized.